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Why did Templeton care about science and religion?

What did Templeton think about science and 
religion?

Will Templeton’s philanthropies fund science and 
religion activities indefinitely? 

Will Templeton reach his stated goals?
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How he shaped the present

Potential intellectual contribution(s) to science and 
religion

Insight into non-elite science and religion thinking

Insights into the 20th century

Inside the philanthropic black box
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God’s Investor

John Templeton 
and the

Quest for 
Progress
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Grants
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Grants

Templeton’s instructions for his 
philanthropic organisations

IV.A. Humility-in-Theology

IV.B. Founder’s Other Favourite 
Charities

IV.B.1 Freedom and free markets
IV.B.2 Genetics and genius
IV.B.3 Voluntary Family Planning
IV.B.4 Character development
IV.B.5 Unity Christianity
IV.B.6 Templeton Prize

IV.C. Other Charitable Purposes

+

Staff interpretation and 
operationalisation of those 

instructions

+

Trustee decisions
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What did Templeton think about science and 
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“[M]oney things are just temporary.  At my peak I was 
managing a bit of money for 600,000 people. If I made them 
10% or 20% wealthier than someone else could do, what real 
difference would that make? But if I could change their 
spirituality, I could help myself, and them and make a much 
greater difference long run. These other things are so much 
more important.” 
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“Progress is needed in religion as in all other dimensions of 
human experience and endeavour. It is imperative that 
progress in religion be accelerated as progress in other 
dimensions takes place.” 

21



“I’ve been a trustee of Princeton Seminary for 40 years. They 
don’t appropriate anything for research in the same sense 
that a hospital or a medical school would. The research in the 
Princeton budget is for archeology and ancient scriptures, 
which is nice. But it doesn’t really lead us to know a lot more 
about God in the end.”
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“… rescue religions of all kinds from obsolescence.” 
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Respect for science

Epistemic humility

Continuity

Unity

Optimism and progress
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“The Templeton Foundation Prize for Progress in Religion has 
been established to call attention to and provide recognition 
of ideas, insights, actions, accomplishments, etc., which have 
been or may be instrumental in widening or deepening man’s 
[sic] knowledge and love of God.”
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“Examples … include the creation of new structures of 
understanding the relationship of God to the universe, to the 
physical sciences, the life sciences, and the human or man 
sciences.”
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Source: gordon.edu

Source: wikipedia.org
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Scientists’ humility

Science as revolutionary partner with theology

Science as revelatory

History of science informs God-world models

Science as aid for rethinking / supplementing scripture
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“the scientific approach can rapidly produce a theology of 
such cosmic dimensions that it may resist the historic trend 
of obsolescence.”
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“God is revealing Himself more and more to human inquiry, 
not always through prophetic visions or scriptures, but 
through the diligent research of modem scientists into 
observable phenomena and forces.”
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“A tree is a manifestation of God. In a greater sense, man [sic] 
is a manifestation.” 
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“Everything that exists in the universe and, much more, 
beyond the universe, is God. This means that the whole visible 
universe is really a small part of God and is itself a 
manifestation of God. … So one little piece of God has 
become known to us through light waves and other things 
that enable us to perceive a few features of the universe.”
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“Every discovery is a discovery of God.”
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“The tight little mechanisms, the clockwork images, the strict 
following of cause by effect ... these and many more of the 
most familiar components of scientism are fading fast. We 
find an exciting world in dynamic flux, an unexpected universe 
whose mechanisms are ever more baffling and staggering in 
their beauty and complexity, where predictability is uncertain 
instead of deterministic, where matter and energy are 
interchangeable, and where evolutionary change occurs by 
leaps and bounds that defy mechanistically simple 
explanation.”
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Science

Mechanism and determinism

↓

Complexity, mystery, 
incompleteness, elusiveness, 

intangibility, unpredictability …
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Science

Mechanism and determinism

↓
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Deism

↓

Divine immanence
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“It is said that God reveals himself both in the books of 
Scripture and also in the book of Nature.”

46



“The problem with scriptures is that they were written in a 
world of men [sic] whose minds were limited by cosmologies 
long since discredited. … [S]hould we not be able to give a 
fuller and wider interpretation of divine revelation today, now 
that the range of our understanding of the universe God has 
created is so vastly enlarged by the discoveries God has 
allowed us to make? Why should we always try to express 
spiritual truths in obsolete words and ancient thought 
patterns?”
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“Maybe a new theology can develop from science — 
independent of ancient scripture … Scriptures have been 
very beneficial to the whole world, but I am hoping we can 
develop a body of knowledge about God that doesn’t rely on 
ancient revelations or scripture. It doesn’t deny ancient 
scripture, it doesn’t conflict with ancient scripture, but it 
doesn’t rely on ancient scripture either. If there hadn’t been 
any ancient scripture, what can we learn from what has been 
discovered in science?”
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Templeton Religion Trust

Initiatives + Strategies

Methods of Inquiry
- Art Seeking Understanding
- Science and Religion in Context

Covenantal Pluralism

Social Consequences of Religion

Templeton Prize

Source: templetonreligiontrust.org

53



Source: templetonworldcharity.org 54



Why did Templeton care about science and religion?

What did Templeton think about science and 
religion?

Will Templeton’s philanthropies fund science and 
religion activities indefinitely? 

Will Templeton reach his stated goals?

55



56


